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Liberal victory in the general election of 1906, after
ten years of Conservative government* Many of
the country gentlemen, sons of peers, landowners,
and manufacturing magnates, were swept out by
the tide to make way for schoolmasters, solicitors,
journalists, tradesmen, and minor employers of
labour. Very much the same thing occurred at the
first general election after the Eeform Act of 1832,
and the sequel in both cases was similar. A con-
siderable number of the new men retired, or lost
their seats at subsequent elections, and were re-
placed by members of the older type.

A Parliament in King George V/s reign includes
a larger body of persons of moderate means,
persons who have had to earn their living by their
own exertions, than any Parliament in the reign
of Queen Victoria. But the socio-political class,
and the descendants of the " governing families,"
are still well represented, and if the aristocratic
element is declining the plutocratic is growing
stronger. The influence of financiers and financial
corporations in politics is expanding even more
noticeably than that of the lawyers. Instead of
the "great Whig houses*' of the past we may
have an array of great mercantile and banking
dynasties, with one brother or uncle or cousin,
it may be, in the Cabinet, another an Under-
secretary of State, another sitting as a private
member in the House of Commons, another raised
to the peerage for his public services or his liberality
to his party.

Such men may possess not only high individual
ability, but also a knowledge of business, and a
close acquaintance with cosmopolitan finance, which